Case Study: The Transparent Job Search

from Trudy Schuett
Professional Blogger for Hire (Part 1: Week 1)

Week One 

When the discussion came up recently on whether blogging could be a profession, I leapt right on in. That's because I'd just begun offering my services as a blogger, in hopes of finding a company or publication that needs my expertise. 

With our About Web Logs Guide's encouragement, I decided to share this endeavor with other people. So, I'll be sharing the things that I've done, along with any results - positive or negative. 

This is such a new field - it's bound to be an interesting experiment. I also welcome suggestions and ideas, which we'll discuss in the forum. Maybe there will be some information here that will inspire others to give this a try too. 

What is a Professional Blogger? 

For this purpose, the term "professional blogger," will mean someone who maintains a blog for a company. [image: image1.png]



What kind of skills does a professional blogger need? 

Blogging is different from other kinds of writing. Most often, blog entries are short, so the ability to write in a direct, to-the-point fashion is important. A blog is a two-way communication as well. So, the blogger will need the ability to deal with comment, both positive and negative, while recognizing what kinds of comments are valid and which are just trolling or spamming. 

A blogger also needs to understand the terminology, and how the various elements of a blog work. A blog is different from a traditional website. It does not require website building skills but there are details unique to blogs that should be understood. 

A blogger should also be able to promote the blog, using both the methods established so far, and some creative ideas of his/her own. Developing relationships with others in the blogosphere is of benefit to both the blog itself as well as the company behind it. So, the blogger should be willing to reach out into the blogging community as well as the other facets of the Internet and the real world. 

Here's why I qualify: 

I've been writing for over 20 years, but really hit my stride after going online for the first time in 1995. The Internet has given me the opportunity to communicate with people all over the world on their own terms and helped me address a huge variety of different audiences. When I first learned about blogging about a year and a half ago, I knew right away that here was something that could really make a difference in the way people got and shared information online. 

I established my first blog in June 2003, and soon recognized the potential of this online medium. I found that I enjoyed the form and the community. And now, I manage eight blogs - six of my own and two for organizations where I volunteer. None of them are personal journals, but all are focused on subjects where I have a lot of interest. 

I've written frequently on blogging itself for both my own blogs and other publications. And, I have participated in many online events. The largest and most recent of these was Global PR Blog Week 1.0. Although I am not a public relations professional myself, I contributed a presentation on blogs for non-profits and government; two areas where blogs could be both helpful and effective. 

There is, of course, more information to be had on my experience and skills. But, that's it in a nutshell. 

What I Did First 

The first thing I did was to announce to my readers my intention of becoming a professional blogger. I also added that to the About Me page at my main blog, WOLves. Right now, I'm in a kind of networking phase. I'm taking some time to consider my next step while getting some suggestions and ideas from people I know online. 
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Week Two 

Lately, I've seen some opportunities popping up for those who want to add to their resume by blogging for exposure (rather than pay) on high-traffic sites, such as Chris Pirillo's Lockergnome and PRMachine. 

This can be a great idea for someone just getting started, and I certainly recommend it. However, this is not for me, as I've got a pretty good stack of publishing credits to my name. [image: image2.png]



I'm also going to be a bit more active in promoting myself - I've had a minor setback what with a bout of illness and our little dog passing away in the same week. Fortunately, this form of job search doesn't require visiting offices in person, so I can continue what I'm doing without being concerned that I'm coughing and not exactly presentable. Networking and writing are enjoyable things to do, as far as I'm concerned - and will help keep my spirits up. 

Last time, I mentioned making a more detailed plan of action. I'm expecting to be flexible with this because things change with lightning speed online. And, it's important for anybody doing business to be able to work with change and respond quickly. 

What I'm going to be doing this week is posting my resume at sites for journalists and other job networking sites. Then, I'll keep track of responses, if any, and let everybody know where and when. In the meantime, I'll be participating in online events such as Carnival of the Vanities and Carnival of the Capitalists. 
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Week Three 

It's tough to know how personal to allow this thing to be. Where is the line between disclosure and simple self-indulgence? It is, after all, the Transparent Job Search, and blogs themselves are different than other kinds of writing. I feel a real responsibility to the readers here to keep everything out front and visible. So, in keeping with the idea that someone else might benefit from my experience, I've chosen to give up the whole enchilada. 

These past few weeks have been the most difficult in recent memory at my house. Not only did I have illness to deal with, but both our dogs, that we've had since they were puppies, passed away within two weeks of each other. [image: image3.png]



Having said all that; the update for this week will actually make sense. There have been some days when I've sat down at the computer and everything seemed just too hard to do. The basic framework of my plan has pretty much gone out the window. I expected both to post my resume at the major job-seeking sites, such as Monster and Craigslist, and approach a few individual companies. I also expected to promote the Transparent Job Search itself among my e-mail discussion groups and the various forums I frequent, but that hasn't happened either. I did manage to get the link to this series up at some of my blogs. I've also responded to a couple of calls for articles, specifically Rick Bruner's collection of reviews of various blogging products, and Mark Frauenfelder's call for reviews for his soon-to-be launched magazine, MAKE. No response yet from either. 

Over the next week or so I intend to be kind to myself. I'm going to plan one thing for each day. And, once that's accomplished, see how I feel about doing more. The way I look at it, this way I'll feel like I'm making at least some small progress. I recognize that while there may not be much happening behind the scenes, the work I've already done is still out there. 

Unlike a traditional job search, where you need to be making personal contacts, and your efforts stop when you do, online networking and posting is working for you all the time. I did see a reference to this job search on a blog from Switzerland, and my usual online friends have also mentioned the TJS on their blogs. I'm getting an unusually high number of visits to my bio page at my regular website, so I'm going to need to re-work that. 

Keeping a positive frame of mind may be the most important thing right now. That, and remembering this is a completely new way to go about finding a gig, so even the mistakes are valuable
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Week Four 

This has been a great week, and there's been a lot of progress made. On Tuesday, I let my readers know that part three of this series was up. Two bloggers I know, Wayne Hurlbert and Steve Rubel, gave me a mention on their blogs. [image: image4.png]



I also posted my resume around, at Monster, Flipdog, and JournalismJobs.com. I don't use a traditional resume, never have, but at Monster they had an extensive form to fill out, which I did. I checked out Media Bistro, but their $49 fee was a bit steep for me, since the others were free. So I gave MB a pass. 

Professional Blogger isn't yet a well-known job title, so it may well be I have myself posted under the wrong classification at those places, but that's not a real worry for me. My emphasis is going to be on promoting myself and this venture in other ways. Posting my resume at regular job sites is more a part of the experimental nature of this whole thing. That's really not the way writers find gigs, generally speaking. 

I've also posted at Craig's List San Francisco, and Backpage, which is a Craig's list-like classified section of the Phoenix New Times. My strategy for Craig's list, so I keep within their guidelines of one ad per person at one city, is going to be that I keep my ad at one city for a week, then move it to another the next week. I'm hoping this won't go on too many more weeks. But, there are a lot of cities! I've also entered Carnival of the Capitalists for this week. 

So far, the results have been that the traffic on all my blogs has increased dramatically. At least I know I'm being read. That's a good thing - any way you look at it! 
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Week Five 

The transparent job search has entered the phase of "hard slog." At least, that's the way other people might see it! 

I sent my non-resume to about 50 media outlets and regional newspaper associations with a job search feature. Some of those associations allow job seekers a free ad or will e-mail your resume to members, depending on how their site is set up. I spent most of Sunday (the day before Labor Day) doing this, so come Tuesday I can imagine a lot of human resources people, producers and managing editors saying, "Whatdaheck's a blogger?" 

Here's a tip I discovered - a lot of newspapers have facilities to post/submit a resume as part of their Help Wanted section. [image: image5.png]



For some unknown reason, I enjoy the research and digging around for what I really need. This might not be so much fun for somebody else, but I look at it both as therapy and education. You can learn a lot on your way to looking up other things! Not a bit of this effort is wasted, either. Sending all these resumes blind to unknown destinations is also promoting blogs in general and this About.com series, whether they're interested specifically in taking me on or not. 

Next week, I'm going to look at ways to take my job search to other places. Stay tuned! 
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I've been putting off submitting this week's account because I've had a few inquiries and was hoping to have some good news to report. However, I'm still waiting to hear back. 

There's a temptation right now to sit back and hope the Internet does my job for me; but I'm thinking that's a mistake. The traffic on all my blogs continues to grow. And, I'll be participating in two new blogger's Carnivals - the Storyblogging Carnival and the Carnival of the Recipes, which present another facet of the things I've written. [image: image6.png]



I'm also going to put my time to good use and re-focus a bit. I put a different ad under a different category at Craig's List. This time, I tried the Services category in Phoenix. We'll see how that flies! Maybe this way I won't get so lost in the deluge of listings. 

I did get a link from Angela Booth at ProWrite, another blog for writers. She's been online for some time and has developed quite a following, so that's great promotion for this series and About Weblogs! 

Patience and keeping busy are important right now. It's not too hard - I also have BloggerCon to prepare for and think about. [image: image7.png]



